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Drought-busting!

Call to make new homes water-efficient

Water-saving technology exists which can cut watersumption in homes by up to 40% and
which could play a crucial role in the drought-&duth-east and areas undergoing massive
house-building programmes. Green Building Stoleading UK supplier of sustainable
building products, is adding its voice to orgariad calling for all new homes in the region
to be fitted with water-efficient fittings as stard. It is calling for the Government to change
current Regulations to make water efficiency in feMnes mandatory.

Average domestic water use in the UK is 150 lipresperson per day, but water—efficient
products and design make it is possible to redhisea 90 litres per day. Current Regulations
call for new build homes to be installed with 8ditVCs but flush volumes could be reduced
by 25% with ultra efficient 4.5 litre siphon flusfiCs. It is also possible to make taps and
showers more water-efficient without sacrificingrdort or hygiene. Shower flow regulators
can reduce shower water flow to 6-9 litres per nar(@ompared to the 16+ litres per minute
used by power showers). Basin taps can also haweréigulated aerators fitted which can
control their flow to a perfectly adequate 6 litpes minute. Such measures could have a
significant impact on water supplies. It has bestimeated that if developers of all projected
homes in the South-East fitted ultra-efficient Bu® WCs, 7.5 million litres of water could
be saved per day.

Green Building Store believes Government Regulattoave not yet caught up with the
current advances in water-saving technology, nt thie urgency of the water shortages in
the South-East. The Government's current propoSede for Sustainable Homes’ due to
come into force in 2007 does contain water starsifmdnew housing, but the Code will not
be compulsory. The Government has also recently dtiethto develop new regulations to
improve water efficiency in buildings. Green BuildiStore believes the changes can’t come
quickly enough. According to Director Chris Herrjfig/ater-saving technology is now
available which could make an enormous impact otemscarcity in the South East.
Installing it in new build housing as a matter ofucse will have a much greater impact on
water supply than expecting customers to retrofitersaving products.”

Green Building Store is urging people in the drduaffiected regions to write to Government
Ministers on the issue and has launched a webpabdackground information and template
letters to Ministers. For more information on Gré&arilding Store’s drought-busting
campaign go tevww.gr eenbuildingstor e.co.uk/campaign.php or ring 01484 854898.

ENDS



Notesfor the Editor

1. Calculated using figures from Environment Agenagithern Water
independent reporiMyvw.greenbuildingstore.co.uk/es4reportjpdf
Assumptions: Domestic water consumption = 15@difper day; 500,000 new
homes to be built in the south-east by 2026; 2 leepgr household; ES4
water-efficient WCs reduce water consumption in menid homes by 5%.

Also available
Photogr aphs: water-efficient WCs, taps, shower flow regulatans arinals.

Water -saving fact sheet — with background information on Government palicy
water price rises and a range of water-saving taolgres.

Water-saving case studies:
» Domestic customer in Canterbury Kent
* The Prince of Wales Pub, Bristol
» Slough Ice Arena
e St Leonard’s School, Hastings
* Housing Association 29 houses/flats
* National Trust Visitor Centres
» Caravan Park, West Country
* Public conveniences, Peak District

Cost savings calculator - Green Building Store has devised an online estima
which enables individuals and organisations taves how much they could be
saving through the installation of water-savinghtemlogies.

All of the above can be accessed at:
www.qgr eenbuildingstor e.co.uk/presswater.php

For any moreinformation, pleasering Esmay Walker or Chayley Collison
01484 854898 or email: esmay@gr eenbuildingstor e.co.uk



